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WELCOME MESSAGE

We cordially invite you to participate in the 13th IUPAC 
International Symposium on Organometallic Chemistry 
Directed Towards Organic Synthesis (OMCOS 13) to be 
held in Geneva from 17-21 July, 2005.
 
This conference brings together industrial and academic chemists from around the 
world to consider the most recent developments in new metal-mediated and metal-
catalysed reactions, mechanistic insights and new applications, novel preparations 
and uses for organometallic reagents, as well as ingenious and improved methods for 
the synthesis of pharmaceuticals, agrochemicals and materials using metals.

We are proud to announce that for the very first time, this symposium will come to 
Switzerland. The Geneva OMCOS 13 meeting follows on from Toronto (2003), Tai-
pei (2001), Versailles (1999), Göttingen (1997), Santa Barbara (1995), Kobe (1993), 
Utrecht (1991), Florence (1989), Vancouver (1987), Kyoto (1985), Dijon (1983), and 
Fort Collins (1981). 

The OMCOS 13 programme will feature invited lectures, short communications, a 
single poster session that will run during the entire conference, and an exhibition. The 
conference will have a splendid lakeside venue: the Expo-Lac Conference Centre 
located in the Noga Hilton Hotel complex. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Geneva in July 2005 ! 

Co-Chair Alexandre Alexakis  Co-Chair Peter Kündig

IMPORTANT DATES 

DECEMBER 2004
Conference registration opens
Abstract submission opens
Accommodation reservation opens 

31 MARCH 2005
Deadline for abstract submission 

15 APRIL 2005
Deadline for early registration
Deadline for the reservation of preferentially priced accommodation 
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SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME

CONFERENCE SCOPE AND TOPICS
The efficient and selective preparation of organic molecules and materials remains 
one of the foremost challenges in chemistry. New synthetic methods and the un-
derstanding of the underlying fundamental mechanisms lead to scientific discovery, 
technological innovation and sustainable, economically and ecologically sound processes 
of synthesis. Organometallics (as catalysts, reagents, and templates) have contributed sub-
stantially to this goal, and will continue to be major players in this field.

Conference topics will include:
- Main group and transition metal organometallics 
- Metal-mediated and -catalysed reactions 
- Asymmetric synthesis and catalysis 
- Structural and mechanistic aspects 

LECTURERS 
Varinder Aggarwal University of Bristol, UK
New Ylide Reactions for Stereoselective Synthesis
 Geneviève Balme Université de Lyon 1, France
Palladium-Catalysed Cascade - or Multicomponent-Reactions Leading
to Functionalised Heterocyclic Compounds
 Carsten Bolm RWTH Aachen, Germany
Catalysed Enantioselective C-C Bond Formations 

Stephen L. Buchwald MIT, Cambridge, USA
Transition Metal-Catalysed Carbon-Carbon and Carbon-Heteroatom Bond-Form-
ing Processes: Progress, Applications and Mechanistic Studies
 Erick M. Carreira ETH Zurich, Switzerland
Studies in Catalysts for Synthesis

Juan Carlos Carretero Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Spain
Sulfenylphosphinoferrocenes: Novel Planar Chiral Ligands
in Enantioselective Catalysis

Albert S. C. Chan The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China
New Developments in Asymmetric Catalytic C-C Bond Formations

Kuiling Ding Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry, CAS, China
Development of Homogeneous and Heterogeneous Asymmetric Catalysts for
Practical Enantioselective Reactions

Alois Fürstner MPI für Kohlenforschung, Mülheim, Germany
Catalysis-Based Total Syntheses of Bioactive Natural Products
 Cesare Gennari Università degli Studi di Milano, Italy
Ru- and Rh-Catalysed Reactions: Applications in Stereo- and Enantioselective Synthesis 

Louis S. Hegedus Colorado State University, Fort Collins, USA
Propargyl and Allenyl Organometallics in Synthesis 

Eric N. Jacobsen Harvard University, Cambridge, USA
Asymmetric Catalysis as a Defining Strategy in Natural Product Synthesis 

Mark Lautens University of Toronto, Canada 
Metal Catalysed Ring Forming and Ring Cleaving Reactions: Methods and Applications 

Hélène Lebel Université de Montréal, Canada
Catalytic Activation of Nitrogen Derivatives with Transition Metal Complexes

Bruce H. Lipshutz University of California at Santa Barbara, USA
New Technologies in Catalysis Using Base Metals 

Jacques Maddaluno IRCOF / Université de Rouen, France
Atypical Use of Chiral Lithium Amides in Asymmetric Synthesis 

Masahiro Murakami University of Kyoto, Japan
Torque Control by Metal-Orbital Interactions 

Masaharu Nakamura University of Tokyo, Japan
Catalytic Addition of Carbon Units to Nonpolar Alkenes 

Koichiro Oshima University of Kyoto, Japan
New Synthetic Reactions Catalysed by Cobalt Complexes 

Mikiko Sodeoka Tohoku University, Sendai / Riken DRI, Tokyo, Japan
Acid-Base Catalysis Using Chiral Palladium Complexes 

F. Dean Toste University of California at Berkeley, USA
Rhenium- and Gold-Catalysed Additions to π-Bonds 

Simon Woodward University of Nottingham, UK
Dabbling with a Stable Organoaluminium Reagent 

Hisashi Yamamoto University of Chicago, USA
Designer Acid Catalysis for Organic Synthesis 

OMCOS 13 AWARD 
The OMCOS 13 Award, co-sponsored by Springer Publishing House and by the 
Yen Chuang Foundation is attributed to a scientist under the age of 40 who has 
made important contributions to the field of organometallic chemistry and organic 
synthesis. The OMCOS 13 Award Lecture will be part of the scientific programme 
of the conference. 

We are pleased to announce the recipient of the OMCOS 13 Award:
Shengming Ma, Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry, Chinese Academy
of Sciences, China.
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CALL FOR PAPERS / SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS 
Participants are invited to submit their abstracts by 31 March, 2005 for poster pres-
entation. Authors will be notifi ed after evaluation and approval by the committee. The 
conference will have a single poster session with ample space. All posters will be on 
view throughout the conference. Participants are invited to a “poster-party” on Mon-
day evening. The organising committee will select 20 of the poster submissions and 
invite the authors to present their research in oral communication form (in addition 
to their poster presentation). 
All abstracts are to be submitted electronically in .rtf format. The abstract template 
and detailed instructions are available on the conference website. 

POSTER AWARDS
Thanks to generous support from our sponsors, poster awards will include cash 
prizes of up to CHF 500. 

EXHIBITION
An exhibition will be an integral part of the conference. It will include scientifi c instru-
ments and spectrometers, journals and books, hardware and software, laboratory 
equipment, lab chemicals, reagents and catalysts, company representations, and more.
 
SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE (PROVISIONAL OUTLINE)
The programme will include the OMCOS Award Lecture, 13 lectures of 40 min, 
11 lectures of 30 min, and 20 short oral communications (15 min). The posters and 
the exhibition are open Monday to Wednesday.

SOCIAL PROGRAMME

The organising committee strives to make OMCOS 13 
scientifically rewarding as well as offering participants 
and accompanying persons a pleasant time in the beau-
tiful Lake Geneva region.
Those who are interested in the excursion programme 
must make reservations using the on-line reservation 
form. Payment in advance is required for the excur-
sions. Conference registration is required for partici-
pation in any event of the social programme. 

A. WELCOME RECEPTION
Entrance foyer, Expo-Lac in the Noga Hilton Hotel Complex. Geneva 
Date: Sunday, 17 July, 18:00 - 20:00
Price: free 

B1-B4. TOUR OF THE OLD CITY OF GENEVA
Every morning a guided walking tour of the Old City of Geneva will be offered. 
Date: Monday - Thursday, 10:00 - 11:30
Price: free 

POSTER PARTY
Exhibition/Poster area, Expo-Lac in the Hilton Hotel Complex. This is both a social 
and a scientifi c event and is open to participants and accompanying persons. 
Date: Monday, 18 July, 18:00 - 21:00
Price: free 

H. CONFERENCE BANQUET
Noga Hilton Hotel, Geneva (depending on the weather, it will be held either in the 
ballroom or on the terrace) 
Date: Wednesday, 20 July, drinks from 19:00. Gala dinner at 20:00 
Price: 150 CHF per person 

OPTIONAL TOURS
All prices include transportation, English-speaking guide, and (Tours C, F and G) lunch.
A minimum of 20 participants will be required. Pick-up and drop-off will be at 
the Noga Hilton Hotel.

SUN 17 July MON 18 July TUE 19 July WED 20 July THU 21 July

08:30-10:30 Lectures Lectures Lectures Lectures 

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break Coffee Break Coffee Break  Coffee Break  

11:00-12:30 Lectures Lectures Lectures Lectures 

12:30-14:00 Lunch and 
Poster Session

Lunch and 
Poster Session

Lunch and 
Poster Session 13h End

14:00-16:00 Registration Lectures Free afternoon 
or Excursion Lectures

16:00-16:30 Coffee Break Coffee Break 

16:30-18:00 OMCOS 
Award Lecture Lectures

18:00-20:00 Welcome 
Reception Poster Party OMCOS

Gala Dinner
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TOUR C
The stunning scenery of the swiss pre-Alps. A guided tour along the shore of the 
Lake of Geneva past Lausanne and Montreux to Gruyères, a walled medieval 
town in the Swiss pre-Alps. See cheese-making at a model dairy, and return to 
Geneva through the vineyards with spectacular views over the lake. 
Date: Monday 18 July, 08:30 to 17:00
Price: CHF 130

TOUR D
Visit to the Bodmeriana Library. This is one of the ten most important private librar-
ies in the world and is home to manuscripts of unbelievable richness. The Gospel 
according to St. John (2nd C.) and a copy of the Gutenberg Bible are just two of the 
treasures to be found in this beautifully housed collection.
Date: Tuesday, 19 July, 09:30 -12:00 (open by special appointment)
Price: CHF 22 

TOUR E
Excursion and wine tasting in the Geneva countryside. Geneva’s wine is one of the 
canton’s treasures. Especially famous for fresh white wines, Geneva also produces 
some fine light reds. This guided excursion through the beautiful Geneva countryside 
will give you a glimpse of some of the picturesque wine-producing villages and there 
will, of course, be a stop for wine-tasting.
Date: Tuesday, 19 July, 14:00 - 17:30
Price: CHF 53 (price includes bus, guide, wine-tasting with cheese and sausage)

TOUR F
Chamonix, at the foot of Mont Blanc, the King of the Alps. This is a guided coach 
excursion to Chamonix and then up the Aiguille du Midi via one of the highest aerial 
cable cars in the world. From this vantage point, you will be treated to a breathtaking 
panorama over the French, Italian, and Swiss Alps. Lunch in Chamonix. (France, 
check visa requirements).
Date: Wednesday, 20 July, 08:30 - 16:00
Price: CHF 193 

TOUR G
Visit to Thonon-les-Bains and La Ripaille Castle. After visiting the spa town of Thonon, 
this excursion features a guided visit and glorious lunch (and wine-tasting) at the Ripaille 
Castle (gardens, vineyards, and a spectacular lake setting). After that on to Evian and back 
to Geneva through the delightful countryside. (France, check visa requirements) 
Date: Wednesday, 20 July, 10:00 - 16:30
Price: CHF 130 

8 9

There are many interesting and unusual things to see and do in Geneva 
and the surrounding countryside. A detailed list will be provided in each 
participant’s conference bag.

POST CONFERENCE TOURS
(Zermatt, Interlaken/Jungfraujoch) can be arranged on request.
Please contact the OMCOS 13 secretariat. 

Gruyère Castle Tour C Château de Chillon  Tour C

Geneva countryside Tour E

Geneva view from Noga Hilton Hotel 

Glacier at Chamonix Tour F 
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REGISTRATION
AND GENERAL INFORMATION

Geneva is a small but vibrant city in a splendid location. The 
surrounding countryside is delightful, and the city’s cathedral 
tower offers a stupendous view over the Jet d’Eau, the lake, 
the city, and Mont Blanc. There are museums and monuments 
and libraries to visit, along with the city’s many sidewalk cafés 
and international restaurants. The conference venue is ideally 
located on the lakeshore in the very centre of the city. 

SYMPOSIUM VENUE
The conference will be held in the Casino auditorium and the Expo - Lac Exhibition Centre 
(the same building as the Noga Hilton Hotel), 19 Quai du Mont Blanc, Geneva.

LANGUAGE
The official language of the conference will be English. 

REGISTRATION FEES
OMCOS 13 accepts on-line registration only. Registration opens 1 December 2004. 

Registration fee before 15 April 2005    CHF 750 
Registration fee after 15 April 2005     CHF 875 
Reduced registration fee for young scientists* before 15 April  CHF 300 
Reduced registration fee for young scientists* after 15 April  CHF 375 
Accompanying person registration fee    CHF 150 

* The organising committee encourages students and post-doctoral research-
ers to participate at OMCOS 13 by granting a greatly reduced registration fee 
(age limit: 33). An application form can be downloaded from the conference 
website. Upon approval, a “one-time voucher code” will be sent by e-mail. This 
code can then be used for the on-line registration. 

Registration fee includes conference documentation and book of abstracts, as well 
as access to the lectures, the exhibition and the poster session. It includes participa-
tion in the welcome reception and the poster party (food and drink), coffee breaks, 
three lunches and the walking tour of the Old City of Geneva. 
The accompanying person’s registration does not include access to the lecture hall.

PAYMENT OF FEES
We request that all payments be made by credit card.

REFUNDS IN CASE OF CANCELLATION
Cancellations must be made in writing and must be received by the secretariat 
on or before the dates mentioned below. Substitute participants will be accept-
ed, provided that their names are sent to the OMCOS 13 Secretariat. Refunds 
only cover the registration and the social programme. The accommodation ar-
rangement is made between the hotel and the participant. Approved refunds 
will be made only after the conference. Cancellation before 15 May 2005 will 
be entitled to a 80% refund of payments received. Cancellation before 15 June 
2005: refund of 60%. No refund will be possible for cancellations received  
after 15 June 2005.

LETTER OF INVITATION
Should you need a letter of invitation please contact the OMCOS 13 secretariat. 

PASSPORTS AND VISAS
Participants requiring a visa for entry to Switzerland are strongly advised to make 
their application in their home country at least three months before the intended date 
of travel. For information check with your nearest Swiss Embassy or Consulate or 
your travel agent. Please check on visa requirements for France if you intend to par-
ticipate in tours F or G. 

IUPAC VISA STATEMENT
IUPAC sponsorship implies that entry visas will be granted to all bona fide chemists, 
provided application is made not less than six months in advance. If a visa is not 
granted two months prior to the meeting, the applicant should notify the organisers 
and the IUPAC secretariat. 

CLIMATE
Geneva is a city at an altitude of 373 m, on a lake surrounded by mountains. The 
climate is generally moderate though mid-summer days can be quite warm  (up to 
30°C). The evenings are generally very agreeable, but can be a bit on the cool side, 
so a light jacket or sweater is advisable. Also, don’t forget that if you’re planning on 
hiking up a mountain, the temperature drops, and rain gear and adequate walking 
shoes are a must. 

CURRENCY
Currency: The Swiss currency is the Swiss Franc (CHF). At the time of the circular 
going to print, 1 CHF = 0.66 EUR, 0.46 GBP, 5.9 SEK, 89 JPY, 0.86 USD,
1.03 CAD, 6.7 HKD
Credit Cards: major credit cards are accepted in most hotels, restaurants and 
shops. There are also many banks in the central part of the city and plenty of 
cash dispensing machines.



12 http://omcos13.unige.ch 13

CUSTOMS
There is no limit on the amount of foreign currency you can bring into Switzer-
land. Travellers over 18 can import 200 cigarettes or 50 cigars or 250 g of  
tobacco, 2 litres of alcoholic drinks (up to 15%) or 1 litre of an alcoholic bever-
age over 15% alcohol. 

ELECTRICITY
230 volts monophase 50 Hz. Before arriving in Switzerland make sure you have the 
correct plug adapters for electrical devices. 

MOBILE PHONES
The Swiss mobile phone network is a GSM dualband network using 900 and 1800 
Megahertz, which is the global standard except for North America and Japan. 

BUSINESS HOURS
Banks: Monday to Friday 08:30 - 16:30. Closed on Saturday and Sunday. At other 
times, money can be changed at the train station, the airport and most hotels.
Shops: 08:30 - 18:45 (some shops stay open until 20:00 on Thursday; and most 
shops shut at 17:00 on Saturdays). Shops are closed on Sunday. 

TIME
In July the time is European Daylight Savings time (GMT + 2).
Mid July sunrise is at 06:00, sunset is at 21:00 

TIPPING
All restaurant-prices include tax and a 15% service charge. If you are exceptionally 
impressed, a small tip can be given, but it is never essential. 

INSURANCE
The organising committee does not accept any liability for personal injury sustained, 
or for loss or damage to property belonging to participants, either during or as a 
result of the conference. Please make your own arrangements for health and travel 
insurance. 

ACCESS
Situated in the centre of Europe, Geneva is easily reached by air, rail and road. The 
OMCOS 13 website provides links to useful websites for travel. 

FLIGHTS TO/FROM GENEVA
Swiss International Air Lines is the official carrier for OMCOS 13 and is offering spe-
cial congress fares to all participants (reductions of up to 25% depending on the fare 
type, route and space availability). To take advantage of these special fares, please 
contact your local SWISS travel office and quote Tour Code CXX5065. Details and a 
list of designated ticketing agents can be downloaded from the OMCOS 13 website. 
In addition to established national carriers, Geneva is served by a number of low-cost 
airlines. Check the Geneva airport website for all direct flights to and from Geneva: 
http://www.gva.ch/en/default.htm.

GETTING AROUND IN GENEVA
For maps, buses and tram routes, bikes, taxi and train information, please find com-
plete information on the OMCOS 13 website (under the rubric Information, select 
Geneva Fact Sheet.) 

ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION
The OMCOS 13 organising committee has reserved blocks of hotel rooms in aprox. 
20 of the city’s hotels, most of them within a 5 -10 min stroll from the conference 
venue. They range from five-star accommodation to student residences and youth 
hostels. These rooms are guaranteed at highly preferential rates for the conference 
participants and are available on a first-come, first-served basis. The accommodation 
listing is available on the OMCOS 13 website and participants may reserve directly 
with a chosen hotel by using the OMCOS 13 fax form which can be downloaded 
from the site. While rates are guaranteed until 15 April 2005, it is advised to make 
reservations as early as possible.
See the website http://omcos13.unige.ch for the list of hotels where special rates 
have been negotiated.
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OMCOS 13 ORGANISATION

 
ORGANISING COMMITTEE (UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA)
Alexandre Alexakis (Co-chair) Gisèle Musy
E. Peter Kündig (Co-chair)  Jonathan Nitschke 
Joy Kündig   Didier Perret 
Jerome Lacour   Jacques Weber 
Paul Müller 

NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
Heinz Berke, University of Zurich  Hubert Mimoun, Firmenich, Geneva 
Hans Ulrich Blaser, Solvias, Basel  Andreas Pfaltz, University of Basel 
Erick Carreira, ETH Zurich  Rudolf Schmid, Hoffmann La Roche, Basel 
Paul Dyson, EPF Lausanne  Antonio Togni, ETH Zurich 
Andreas Hafner, Ciba SC, Basel  Thomas Ward, University of Neuchâtel 
Titus Jenny, University of Fribourg 

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD 
Pierre Dixneuf, Rennes   Shengming Ma, Shanghai
Jean-Pierre Genêt, Paris   Armin de Meijere, Göttingen
Reinhart W. Hoffmann, Marburg  Shun-Ichi Murahashi, Osaka 
Gerard van Koten, Utrecht   Ei-Ichi Negishi, W. Lafayette 
Mark Lautens, Toronto   Alfredo Ricci, Bologna 
Bruce H. Lipshutz, Santa Barbara  Hisashi Yamamoto, Chicago 
Tien-Yau Luh, Taipei 

CONTACT 
Secretariat OMCOS 13  T +41 (0)22 379 3187
Section de Chimie   F +41 (0)22 379 3215
University of Geneva  E omcos13@chiorg.unige.ch
Quai Ernest Ansermet, 30  W http://omcos13.unige.ch
1211 Geneva 4 Switzerland

THANKS TO SPONSORS
We gratefully acknowledge the sponsors of OMCOS 13. At the time the circular 
goes to print these include: 
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